Results
The ratings of the amount of attention to odors was higher for late blind participants (M = 4.47, SD = 0.74) than for early blind (M = 3.73, SD = 0.80) and sighted participants (M = 3.57, SD = 0.97), (F = 5.37, p = 0.007). Only the difference between late blind and sighted was significant (p = 0.006).
The percentage of participants that reported they thought they would be able to recognize the smell of someone important was similar for early blind (80.00 %), late blind, (73.33 %), and sighted participants (73.33 %), (χ2 = 0.72, p > 0.05).
The number of odors attended to was higher for late blind (M = 10.87, SD = 9.46) than for early blind (M = 5.13, SD = 3.74) and sighted participants (M = 4.63, SD = 4.10), (F = 6.13, p = 0.004). Only the differences between late and early blind (p = 0.025) and between late blind and sighted participants (p = 0.004) were significant.
Imagery ability was analyzed with nonparametric Kruskal-Wallis tests. The results indicated a significant difference in olfactory imagery ratings between early blind (median = 4.06), late blind (median = 3.88), and sighted participants (median = 3.40), (χ2 = 6.53, p =
